
Week 3: The Widow
A Cannonball of 
Transformation

Personal
Devotions

Monday Read Luke 22:39-44

As kids (and as adults) we 
often find ourselves deep 
into something with no 
idea what we are doing or 
how we got there. Jesus 
knew what He was doing. 
His great Cannonball of 
sacrificing Himself for us was 
not a mistake or confusion. 
He knew that He gave up 
everything for our sake, 
and He chose to do the 
will of God. God asks all 
of us to make that kind of 
know-what-we-are-doing 
Cannonball. God does not 
trick us into following Him. 
God wants us to think, 
decide, and declare for 
ourselves, “Not my will, but 
Yours be done.”

“Do you know what you’re doing?” is a favorite question of moms and 
dads everywhere.



TuesdayRead Philippians 3:4b-9

When dressed in our best 
suit, or with our hair nicely 

done, we don’t want to 
Cannonball. The same is 

true in our lives. Good deeds 
and success can actually 

become obstacles if we are 
too impressed with ourselves 

to commit to God’s work. 
Consider the perspective of 

Paul: nothing we have earned 
in this world compares with 
knowing and serving Jesus 

Christ. What do you need to 
take off or set aside so you 

can plunge into the purposes 
of God?

A Cannonball has many obstacles:
cold water, fear of heights, pain, or just the wrong clothes!



Wednesday Read Luke 14:25-35

Every path chosen means 
another passed by. Jesus 
wants His followers to know 
that following Him means 
an “all in” relationship of 
Cannonball discipleship. 
Only a fool leaps into a 
Cannonball hoping to stay 
dry, and Jesus says the same 
about those who say they will 
follow without considering 
the cost. This text probably 
startles and challenges you. 
Jesus used some startling 
overstatements to shock us 
into paying attention. He 
wants you to notice that 
you can’t do a Cannonball 
without getting soaked. 

Every choice brings both opportunities and costs.



How do you measure the value of a gift?

ThursdayRead Mark 12:41-44

The price tag, the resale 
value, the social statement, 
the fun or is it the thought 

that counts? The world’s 
economy starkly contrasts 

with God’s kingdom. By many 
measures, she gave the least, 

but Jesus reveals the truth 
about God’s kingdom: God 
values a gift for its sacrifice 
because this demonstrates 

complete dependence on 
the Lord. This is how God 
calls all followers to give: 

open-handed, open-hearted 
and fully trusting. What 

would it look like for you to 
follow the widow’s example 
as part of your Cannonball 

commitment?



Friday Read Joshua 24:1-15

Joshua led the people of 
Israel through the final 
preparation stages before 
entering the land God 
promised. Their preparations 
led to the big decision. These 
last few weeks have been a 
similar preparation. You have 
planned for a Cannonball; 
the question is... will you? 
God has given vision to His 
people. Now, we are called to 
ACTION. You have planned, 
will you plunge?

There are times to prepare and times to decide. 



Week 3

Watch Week 3 LIFE Group Video.
Videos can be found at communitycannonball.com.

1. The idea of transformation sometimes seems rather grandiose—
as if God needs to radically change who we currently are in 
order for us to be more like Him. The truth is that sometimes 
transformation is big, but other times it comes through multiple 
small transformations within us over time. Do you resonate with 
this? Do you feel like you have already been transformed once, or 
do you believe that you are still being transformed day by day?  

2. What does transformation look like as it relates to our giving?

Read each Scripture passage below and discuss the questions as a 
group. You may want to have each group member journal their answer 
first in the lines provided below before discussing together, as a means 
of encouraging all to participate more deeply.

Opening Discussion Questions

Further Discussion from Scripture

“Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and 

watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many 

rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in 

two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples 

to him, Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into 

the treasury than all the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but 

she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.’” 

Read Mark 12:41-44

The Widow's Decision Was Transformative For Her 
And For Those Who Heard Of Her Gift 

What’s so remarkable about this story is that the widow kept nothing 
for herself and gave all she had to live on. She was ALL IN!



Most of us are not being asked by God to give 100% of our resources 
back to God. However, we are ALL asked to honor God with 100% of 
our resources…ALL IN!  

1. As you think about what you’re not giving and why, does this 
cause you to want to rethink some of your spending? What areas 
immediately come to mind that you would not feel comfortable 
“explaining” to someone when asked why you didn’t give that 
portion? Are you truly honoring God with everything He has given 
you, or are there some convictions in this?

“Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
also be united with him in a resurrection like his. For we know that our 
old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin – because 
anyone who has died has been set free from sin. Now if we died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that since 
Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer 
has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer 
any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather 
offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death 
to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 
righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are 
not under the law, but under grace.” 

Read Romans 6:3-14

Some Of Our Money Practices Are Sinful,
But They Are Redeemable



2. Some of our money practices are sinful, but they are redeemable. 
This may sound like a strong statement; but in order for us to truly be 
transformed in our giving and jump into this Cannonball adventure 
God has for us, we must first recognize there are ways we spend our 
money that are not honoring to the One Who gave it to us. 

3. Is there a pattern you have, either in your spending or your saving,  

that comes from a place that isn’t based on Scripture?

4. What transformation do you need to ask God to make in you in this area?

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will 
be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.”

Read Romans 12:1-2

Being Transformed Starts With Our Mind



5. By now in this Cannonball series, you’ve probably caught on that 
God’s will for your life is for you to have an ALL IN kind of faith. 
What does that mean for you right now?

7. What/Who are your major influencers in how you spend, save, and 
give?  Is God at the top of that list? 

6. What changes have you made or do you seek to make?

8. What are some things you can do to turn up the influence of God in 
your life/mind and turn down the influences of the world?


